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Olivine Basalt
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Figure 1: Photo of 12036,0 showing coarse grain, vuggy nature. NASA #569-63852.

Introduction

Olivine basalt 12036 looks a lot like 12035 (figure 1),
but has been studied by a different group of
investigators. It has the same high modal olivine and
pyroxene and the same chemical composition (within
sampling error).

Petrography
Keil et al. (1971) describe 12036 as a coarse-grained

cumulate containing abundant amounts of olivine,
pigeonite, augite and chromite as cumulous phases.

Busche et al. (1972) term this rock feldspathic
peridotite with olivine poikilitically enclosed in
pyroxene megacrysts up to 5 mm (figure 2). The
megacrysts are incorporated into a second stage
assemblage of olivine, plagioclase, pyroxene, spinel
and accessory minerals.

Residual glass with high silica and high potassium is
found interstitially and is associated with K-feldspar,
fluroapatite, whitlockite and baddelyite.

Mineralogical Mode for 12036

Neal et Dungan and Busche et
al. 1994 Brown 1977 al. 1971
Olivine 24 24 24
Pyroxene 58 58 58
Plagioclase 12 12 12
Opaque 5
Ilmenite
Chromite +Usp 5 5
mesostasis
melt inclusions 0.7
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Figure 2: Photomicrograph of 12036,12 showing
coarse mineral texture. Scale is 1.5 cm. NASA #S70-
49400.

Mineralogy
Olivine: Olivine in 12036 is Fo , —Fo, . (This is more

iron rich than would be calculated for initial olivine to
crystallize, figure 4).

Pyroxene: Busche et al. (1971) give the composition
of pyroxene in 12036 (figure 4). Dungan and Brown
(1977) compare the pyroxene in 12036 with 12005
(another apparent cumulate).

Plagioclase: Plagioclase in 12036 has more sodium
(An) and potassium.

K-spar: Keil et al. (1971) reported 3.7 % BaO in
potassium feldspar in 12036.

Spinel: Busche et al. (1972) found two different trends
in Cr-spinel in 12036. Jedwab (1971) studied the
crystal growth of Ti-rich chromite growing in vugs.

Whitlockite: Keil et al. (1971) give detailed analysis
of whitlockite in 12036.

Baddeleyite: Keil et al. (1971) reported the
composition of four grains of baddeleyite.

Metallic Iron: The Ni content of iron grains in 12036
is high (up to 10%) and variable (Keil et al. 1971, figure
5).
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Figure 3: Photomicrographs of thin section 12036,12
(plane-polarized; crossed-nicols). Scale is 2.2 mm.
NASA #570-49433-434.

Chemistry
Rhodes et al. (1977) determined the major and minor

element composition of 12036 (Figures 6 and 7). The
sample has very high MgO content.

Radiogenic age dating
12036 has not been dated.

Cosmogenic isotopes and exposure ages

Burnett et al. (1975) determined an exposure age of
165 + 15 m.y. by ¥Kr/*Kr.

Processing
12036 was broken, rather than sawed (figure 8). There

are 5 thin sections.
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Figure 4: Composition of olivine in 12036
(from Keil et al 1971).
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Figure 5: Composition of iron grains in 12036
(Keil et al. 1971).
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Figure 6: Normalized rare-earth-element diagram
for 12036 (data from Nyquist et al. 1977 and
Rhodes et al. 1977).
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Figure 7: Composition of 12036 compared with that
of other lunar basalts.
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Figure 8 : Processing diagram for 12036.
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Table 1. Chemical composition of 12036.
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Na20 0.18 (a)

K20 0.06  (c) 0.061 (b) James O.B. and Wright T.L. (1972) Apollo 11 and 12 mare
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